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Address http: //www, 0ma20n.com/gc/0rder 



amazon.com 

Completing Your Gift Certificate Order is Easy 

Please liU in the following information: 

1, Please enter your name and the recipient's name: 



From; | Erin 



To: I Helaine ' 



2, Please type the message you wuld like to appear on the gift certificate: (optional) 
Message: 



Happy Birthday Mom!! 



3- Gift Certificate amount in U.S. dollars: $ 1 40 I (minimum SlO.OO) 



4, Gift Certificate amount in U.S. dollars: 

® E-mail. Please enter the recipient's e-mail address: 



I Helaine^aoLcom 



O Paper mail. We will ask you for the recipient's mailing address later 



5. Your Information 

Please enter your e-mail address: [Erin0earthlink.net | 

O I am a first- time customer. (You will be asked to create a password later on) 



O I am a returning customer, and my password is 
Have you forgotten your password? 



continue 



IMPORTANT; Press this button to 
a chance to cancel or change your order. 



to the next page. You will still have 
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Mail From: gc-orders@amazon.com 



I File Edit View Send Action lools Window Help 



To: Helaine@aoLcom 
From: gc-orders@amazoacom 
Subj: Amazon, com Gift Certificate 

Date: May 20, 1998 

It's our pleasure to send you this Amazon.com gift certificate that 
can be applied toward the purchase of millions of items at 
Amazon.com, the Earth's Biggest Bookstore! The generous person who 
gave you this gift is listed below. 

DON'T DELETE THIS MESSAGE! You 11 need this email or the claim 
code below to redeem your gift certificate. 

To; Helaine 
Amount: U.S. $40.00 
From; Erin 
Expires: May 20, 1998 
Message; Happy Birthday Mom!! 

Click here to automatically deposit the $40 gift certificate amount I 



into your personal account with us. Your account balance will be I 
applied automatically to any purchase you make. J 

If you would prefer to redeem your gift certificate manually, 
please follow these instructions: 

1. Visit our Web site at http: //amazon.com 

2. Select the items you want, and then hit the PROCEED TO 
CHECKOUT button. 

3. Enter the following claim code on the order form; 
A1234567 
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ELECTRONIC GIFT CERTIFICATE SYSTEM quently makes a purchase from the merchant's Web site, the 

recipient's account balance is automatically applied to the 

This application is a continiiation of U.S. application Ser. purchase price. 

No. 09/153,632, filed Sep. 15, 1998. An important benefit of this process is that it eliminates 

5 the need for the recipient to manually enter the claim code. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION jhus, the redemption process is simpler and more efficient 

The present invention relates to electronic commerce, and certificate recipient. In addition, there is little or 

more specifically, relates to methods for purchasing, distrib- ^^^mit an erroneous claim code, 

uting and redeeming electronic gift certificates. Another important benefit is that the recipient need not 

retain the gift certificate code until the time of purchase. For 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION example, upon receiving the electronic gift certificate, the 

, , ^ , , ^ , . . /. , L recipient can immediately click on the link to credit his or 

In the field of Internet commerce it is common for Web ^ ^^^^ ^^jjl ^ 

sites of online merchants to include fiinctujnality for allow- j^^^ likelihood that the claim code will be lost 

mg users to purchase and redeem electronic gift certificates, is before the user makes a purchase is thus significantly 

To purchase a gtft certificate usii^ such a system, the ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ 

purchaser commonly uses a standard Web browser to ^^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^ j^l 

retneve, fill out, and submit a gift certificate order foraa tK^ ^u^^v 

, . ' .* . „ * - V r« action during the check-out process. 

(typically consistmg of one or more form pages). The 

information requested by the order form typically includes at 20 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
least the name of the purchaser, the name and e-mail address 

of the intended recipient, and the monetary amount of the Th^^e and other features of the invention will now be 

gift certificate. described with reference to the drawings summarized below. 

- . t- • • r.L . J These drawings and the associated description are provided 

In response to the submission 01 the girt cert mcate order, * -n * . r j i. j- * • j < 

«rv . .-11 . J J to illustrate a preferred embodiment of the invention, and not 

the Web site automatically generates and sends an e-mail to " ^ ^ ^ c*t- • 

^, ■ • . r™ • ., 1 • 1 J *t. c to limit the scope of the invention, 

the recipient. This e-mail commonly includes the name of ^ 

the purchaser, the amount of the gift certificate, a gift ^ illustrates an example Web site form page for 

certificate claim code, and instructions for redeeming the gift allowmg users to order gift certificates. 

certificate. To redeem the gift certificate, the recipient is FIG. 2 illustrates an example gift certificate e-mail with a 

typically required to initially access the merchant's Web site 30 hyperlink for automating the redemption process, 

and select one or more items for purchase. The user may FIG. 3 illustrates an example Web page that is displayed 

additionally or alternatively be required to navigate to a to the gift certificate recipient in response to selection of the 

special redemption area. Upon proceeding to a "check-out" hyperlink in FIG, 2. 

area of the site, the user is then provided the opportunity to pjc 4 illustrates a preferred set of Web site components 

type in and submit the gift certificate claim code. 35 implementing a gift certificate system in accordance with 

This method of distributing and redeeming electronic gift the invention, and illustrates typical user components for 

certificates has several problems. One problem is that the accessing the system. 

recipient is required to manually enter the claim code. In piG. 5 illustrates a sequence of steps that are performed 
addition to being an inconvenience to the recipient, the user gift certificate appUcation of FIG. 4 in response to 
may forget to enter the claim code during the check-out ^ submission of a gift certificate order, 
proc^ and thus fafi to receive the benefit of the gift FIG. 6 Qlustrates an automated redemption process that is 
ceruficate. Further, if the recipient makes an error while implemented by the gift certificate appUcation. 
typing m the claim code, the recipient may be inconve- 
nienced with having to reenter the claim code, or may even DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
be given credit for another user's gift certificate. EMBODIMENTS 

Another problem is that the recipient is required to either Throughout the following description, the term "Web 

use the gift certificate immediately or else preserve the claim ^ ^ ^ user- accessible network site that 

codeforsubsequentuse.Iftheclauncodeislostpriorto implements the basic World Wide Web standards for the 

It may be difficult or impossible for the reapient to redeem ^^^^ transmission of hypertextual documents. These 

the gift certificate. standards currently include HTML (the Hypertext Markup 

The present invention seeks to provide a more efficient Language) and HTTP (the Hypertext Transfer Protocol). It 

and reliable system for distributing and redeeming electronic should be understood that the term "site" is not intended to 

gift certificates. imply a single geographic location, as a Web or other 

cTTx^AJADvriT:™r: TVT^/cKmnM ^5 network site can, for example, include multiple 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION geographicaUy-distributed computer systems that are appio- 

The present invention provides an electronic gift certifi- priately linked together, 
cate system which improves the efiSciency and reliability of The present invention provides an electronic gift certifi- 
the redemption process. In accordance with the invention, cate system which improves the efficiency and reliability of 
the system distributes electronic gift certificates in the form 60 the redemption process. In accordance with the invention, 
of e-mail documents that include hyperlinks for automating the system distributes electronic gift certificates in the form 
the redemption process. When a gift certificate recipient of e-mail documents that include hyperlinks for automating 
clicks on such a hyperlink, the recipient's computer auto- the redemption process. When a gift certificate recipient 
matically transmits a claim code or other identification chcks on such a hyperlink, the recipient's computer auto- 
information to the merchant's Web site, and the site responds 65 matically transmits a claim code to the merchant's Web site, 
by automatically crediting the recipient's personal account and the site responds by automatically crediting the recipi- 
with the gift certificate amount. When the recipient subse- ent's personal account with the gift certificate amount. When 
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the recipient subsequently makes a purchase from the mer- 
chant's Web site, the recipient's account balance is auto- 
matically applied to the purchase price. 

An important benefit of this process is that it eliminates 
the need for the recipient to manually enter the claim code. 
Thus, the redemption process is simpler and more eflGcicDt 
for the gift certificate recipient. In addition, there is little or 
no risk that the user will submit an erroneous claim code. 

Another important benefit is that the recipient need not 
retain the gift certificate code until the time of purchase. For 
example, upon receiving the electronic gift certificate, the 
recipient can immediately click on the link to credit his or 
her account, but then postpone making a purchase until a 
later date. The likelihood that the claim code will be lost 
prior to use is thus significantly reduced. In addition, there 
is no need for the user to remember to enter a claim code or 
take any other special action during the check-out process. 

A preferred implementation of the gift certificate system 
will now be described with reference to FIGS. 1-6, 
Throughout the following description, reference will be 
made to various implementation-specific details, including, 
for example, coding conventions, document and protocol 
standards, and forms used for purchasing and redeeming 
electronic gift certificates. These details are provided in 
order to fully set forth a preferred embodiment of the 
invention, and not to limit the scope of the invention. The 
scope of the invention is set forth in the appended claims. 

For purposes of illustration, the merchant Web site in the 
disclosed implementation is the Web site of Amazon.com. 
As is well known in the field of Internet commerce, the 
Amazon.com site includes functionality for allowing users 
to browse and make online purchases from a catalog of over 
2.5 million book titles. As described below, the site includes 
an accounts database which stores information (names, 
e-mail addresses, billing information, etc.) about users that 
have previously made purchases from the site. In other 
embodiments, the items available for purchase from the Web 
site may, for example, include downloadable items such as 
software programs and digital publications. 

FIG. 1 illustrates an example gift certificate order form 
page that can be used to place an order for an electronic gift 
certificate. Users may be provided the option of retrieving 
this page, for example, by selecting a "gift certificates" link 
from the Anazon.com site. As depicted by FIG. 1, the form 
includes fields for specifying the following information: the 
respective names of the purchaser and the recipient (item 1), 
an optional message to the recipient (item 2), a gift certifi- 
cate amount (item 3), the distribution method (item 4), and 
the e-mail address and account information of the purchaser 
(item 5). 

The order form page may also include fields (not shown) 
for allowing the purchaser to specifying the recipient using 
something other than an e-mail address, such as the recipi- 
ent's name, address and or telephone number. The Web site 
50 would then use this information to lookup the recipient's 
e-mail address, such as from an accounts database. 

After the purchaser fills out and submits this form page, 
the purchaser is presented with one or more additional pages 
(not shown) for completing the order. For example, the user 
is presented with a page that asks the user to specify a credit 
card number or other billing information for paying for the 
gift certificate. Once the order has been placed and paid for, 
the Web site sends a gift certificate e-mail (FIG. 2) to the 
recipient and sends an order confirmation e-mail to the 
purchaser. 

FIG, 2 illustrates the general form of the gift certificate 
e-mail document ("e-mail") that is sent to the recipient. In 
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this example, it is assumed that the recipient is a registered 
user of the Amazon.com Web site. As depicted by FIG. 2, the 
e-mail includes a hyperlink 30 for allowing the recipient to 
automatically redeem the gift certificate, and includes an 
5 associated description 32 of the automated redemption pro- 
cess. The hyperlink 30 is displayed to the user as highlighted 
text, but may alternatively be displayed, for example, as an 
icon or other graphical image. 

The URL (Uniform Resource Locator) associated with the 
hyperlink 30 preferably includes a gift certificate claim code 
that uniquely identifies the gift certificate. For example, the 
URL may be in the form of 

http ://amazDii.co m/gc/rcdccm/Al 234567, 

where Al 234567 is the claim code. The recipient can select 
IS the hyperlink 30 using any technique that is supported by the 
recipient's computer, including, for example, clicking on the 
link with a mouse, touching the link on a touch-sensitive 
display, or using a voice command. When the recipient 
selects this hyperlink 30, the claim code is conveyed to the 
20 Web site (as part of a standard HTTP GET <URL> message) 
and is used by the site to automatically identify and credit 
the recipient's personal accoimt. An example redemption 
confirmation page that is di^layed to the recipient upon 
selecting the hyperlink 30 is shown in FIG. 3 and discussed 
25 below. 

With further reference to FIG. 2, the e-mail also prefer- 
ably includes a set of instructions 34 for redeeming the gift 
certificate using the conventional method. This method 
involves accessing the Web site, selecting one or more items 

30 to be purchased, proceeding to check-out, and then entering 
the claim code. This redemption method may be useful, for 
example, if the recipient's e-mail application does not sup- 
port the xise of hyperlinks. In other implementations, the 
manual redemption instructions 34 may be omitted. 

35 FIG. 3 illustrates an example Web page that may be 
displayed to the recipient in rehouse to selection of the 
hyperlink 30. The Web page includes a message 40 indicat- 
ing that the gift certificate amount has been successfully 
deposited into the recipient's account. In other 

40 implementations, this page may be preceded, for example, 
by a page which asks the recipient to confirm that the gift 
certificate amotmt should be deposited into the recipient's 
account. 

If the recipient has multiple accounts under the same 

45 e-mail address, the recipient may initially be presented with 
a page which asks the user to select the account to be 
credited. Alternatively, the gift certificate e-mail (FIG. 2) 
may be provided with separate hyperlinks 30 for each such 
account, so that the recipient can both select and credit one 

50 of the multiple accounts with a single aaion (such as a single 
mouse click). For example, a user that has three accounts 
under the same e-mail address may receive a gift certificate 
e-mail that has three hyperlinks (one per accoimt), with each 
link being presented together with associated account iden- 

55 tification information (shipping address, partial credit card 
number, etc.) that allows the user to identify each account. 

From the redemption confirmation page of FIG. 3, the 
recipient can enter a query for searching the Amazon.corD 
catalog, select a subject to browse, or access other areas of 

60 the Anazon.com site. Because the gift certificate amount is 
maintained in the recipient's account until used, there is no 
need for the recipient to place an order or even browse the 
site at this point. In addition, there is no need for the 
recipient to retain either the gift certificate e-mail or the 

65 claim code. 

As indicated above, the example set forth in FIGS. 1-3 
assumes that the recipient is already registered (i.e., already 
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has an account) with Amazon.com. When the recipient does 
not have an account, the hyperlink 30 (FIG. 2) and associ- 
ated description 32 are preferably replaced with a hyperlink 
(not shown) to an account setup form (not shown). When the 
user completes and submits the account setup form, the gift 5 
certificates application 72 creates the new account and 
automatically credits the accoimt with the gift certificate 
amount. Various alternatives to this method are possible. For 
example, in one embodiment, the purchaser is prompted (via 
a form page) at the time of purchase for additional infor- 
mation about the unknown user (recipient), and this infor- 
mation is used to set up an account for the recipient. 

FIG. 4 illustrates the basic hardware and software com- 
ponents that are typically invoked during the above- 
described process. As depicted by this drawing, the pur- 
chaser and the recipient access the Web site 50 using 
respective PCs 52, 54 or other general purpose computers 
that have access to the Internet. The purchaser and/or 
recipient may alternatively access the Web site 50 using 
special purpose devices. The purchaser and recipient com- 
puters 52, 54 run commercially-available Web browser 20 
applications 62, 64 such as Microsoft Internet Explorer™ or 
Netscape Navigator™, which implement the basic World 
Wide Web standards such as HTTP and HTML, The recipi- 
ent's computer 52 also runs a commercially available e-mail 
application 66, such as Microsoft Outlook™ or Netscape 25 
Navigator, which supports the use of hyperlinks. The e-mail 
application 66 and the browser 64 may be integrated with 
one another, and/or may be integrated with other application 
programs or the operating system. 

In the embodiment described herein, the Web site 50 30 
comprises a computer system and associated content that are 
accessible via the Intemet. The Web site 50 may optionally 
include content which spans multiple Internet domains, 
and/or may be implemented using physical servers that are 
geographically remote from one another. In other 35 
embodiments, the Web site 50 may be in the form of an 
intranet site, in which case the computers 52, 54 may be 
coupled to the site solely by a private network. For example, 
Web site 50 may be in the form of an internal corporate gift 
store site for company employees, 40 

In other embodiments, the Web site 50 may be replaced 
with another type of network site. For example, the various 
gift certificate services described herein could alternatively 
be implemented on a hypertextual site or browsing area of 
an online services network such as America Online or MSN, 45 
in which case users may access the site using software that 
implements non-standard document formats and transfer 
protocols. 

As further depicted by FIG. 4, the Web site 50 includes a 
commercially-available Web server application 70. The Web 50 
server application 70 accesses an HTML database 76 that is 
used to generate Web pages in response to the actions of end 
users. A products database (not shown) and various back- 
end components (not shown) are also used for this purpose. 

The Web site 50 also includes a gift certificates applica- 55 
tion 72 (hereinafter "GC application") which includes the 
basic functionality for processing gift certificate orders and 
redemption requests. The GC application 72 accesses a user 
accounts database 78 that includes information about users 
that have registered (such as by placing an order) with the 60 
Web site 50. This information typically includes, for 
example, the names, e-mail addresses, user IDs, account 
passwords, shipping addresses, and credit card numbers of 
such users. The accounts database also stores monetary 
account balances for users. 65 

As depicted by FIG. 4, the GC application 72 preferably 
maintains a look-up table 80 of all outstanding gift certifi- 
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cates (i.e., all unexpired gift certificates that have not yet 
been redeemed). In the embodiment shown, each entry in the 
table 80 includes the following: the unique claim code, the 
names and e-mail addresses of the purchaser and recipient, 
the gift certificate amount, and the expiration date. Some or 
all of this information may alternatively be stored solely 
within the user accounts database 78. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a sequence of steps that are performed 
by the GC application 72 to process an order for an e-mail- 
based gift certificate. This process is executed after the 
purchaser's credit card number or other payment informa- 
tion has been verified. As depicted by steps 90 and 92, the 
GC application 72 initially generates a claim code that 
uniquely identifies the gift certificate, and then stores the 
claim code and the associated gift certificate information in 
the table 80. Various alternatives to using a claim code and 
a look-up table are possible. For example, the claim code 
could be replaced with an encrypted user ID of the recipient 
and an encrypted code which represents the gift certificate 
amount. 

The claim codes are preferably selected at random from a 
relatively large set of possible values (e.g., 10" possible 
values). The outstanding (valid) claim codes thus represent 
a sparse subset of the universe of possible claim code values. 
This technique provides a level of security by reducing the 
likelihood that unauthorized users will be able identify valid 
claim codes through trial and error. This technique could 
additionally or alternatively be applied to other portions of 
the URL. An example of a method that can be used to 
generate the claim codes to provide a desired level of 
security is described in a concurrently-filed provisional 
patent application titled SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR 
PROVIDING SECURE ACCESS TO PRIVATE WEB 
PAGES, the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated by 
reference. 

The apphcation 72 also generates an e-mail document to 
send to the recipient (step 94). The content of the e-mail 
document is preferably in an HTML format, although other 
markup languages that support hyperlinks could be used. 
The e-mail document is initially in the general form shown 
in FIG. 2, but does not include the hyperlink 30 and 
associated description 32 for automatically redeeming the 
gift certificate. 

The GC application 72 then accesses the user accounts 
database 78 (FIG. 4) to determine whether the recipient has 
an Amazon.com account (step 98). If the recipient has an 
account, the automatic redemption hyperlink 30 and asso- 
ciated description 32 are generated and inserted within the 
e-mail document (step 100). The hyperlink 30 includes the 
appropriate URL for automatically redeeming the gift cer- 
tificate. The URL may, for example, be in the format 
http://amazon,com/gc/redeem/<claim code>, and is prefer- 
ably embedded within the document in the HTML "GET 
URL" format. In the embodiment described herein, this 
claim code is the same as the claim code used for manual 
redemption. 

If the recipient does not have an account, a hyperlink to 
an account setup page is inserted within the e-mail document 
(step 101) in place of the redemption hyperlink 30. As 
described above, using this link to set up an account catises 
the gift certificate to be automatically redeemed. 

To accommodate recipients that have multiple accounts 
under the same e-mail address, the GC application 72 may 
optionally be configured to generate a separate hyperiink 30 
for each such account. As described above, this would allow 
the recipient to select and credit an account with a single 
mouse click or other action. To implement this feature, an 
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account identifier may, for example, be appended to each io response to selection of the link, crediting the monetary 
URL. In addition, each hyperlink may be displayed in the amount of the certificate to an account of the recipient; 

e-mail together with a respective accouat identifier, such as and 

a shipping address, password, or partial credit card number applying a balance in the account to a subsequent pur- 

that is unique to that account. 5 chase made by the recipient. 

An alternative method for handling a recipient with 2. The method as in claim 1, wherein crediting the 
multiple accounts is to prompt the recipient for the password monetary amount of the certificate to an account of the 
of the account to be credited. This may be accomplished, for recipient comprises using the claim code to determine the 
example, by including a password field (not shown) in the monetary amount of the cerUficate. . , 

gift certificate e-mail. Whea the user selects the automatic 10 3. The method as m clairn 1, wherem crediUng the 
redemption hyperlink 30, the password would be transmitted °^ '^^ '^f '° account of he 

to the Web irsO and used lo select the account. «^|P!^°[ ""^P"^ '^'"e '° ''^'""^^ 

With fiirther referenw! to FIG. 5, the gift certificate e-mail ''^l^^' ^^^^ ^ ^ ^^^^ j ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^rtificate is a 
document is then closed and sent to the recipient (step 102). certificate 

In addition, an order confirmation e-mail is generated and 15 g ^^thod as in claim 1, wherein the claim code is 
sent to the purchaser (step 104). unique to the recipient. 

FIG. 6 ilhistrates a sequence of steps that are performed ^ .j^^ ^^,1^^ ^ ^^^^^j^ ^^^^^ 

by the GC apphcauon 72 when the Web site 50 receives a ^^^^ crediting the monetary amount to the account of the 
request for a URL in the format mdicated above, pe GC j^^^j ^^.i^, ^ selection of the link, such that 

application 72 imUaUy searches the look-up table 80 for an 20 j^j^her input by the recipient is required, 
entry having a niatching claim code (step 110). If no , j^^^ ^ ^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

matchmg entry is found, a page is generated and returned ^^xf^^ amount of the certificate to an account of the 
with an appropriate error message (step 112) The error ^^- -^^^ comprises prompting the recipient to select an 
message may, for example, mform the user that the gift ^^^^^j ^^ ^^ credited 

certificate code is invalid and instruct the user to contact 25 g ^ computer-implemented method for facilitating the 
customer service if the problem persists. redemption of a monetary certificate, the method compris- 

If the claim code is found m the table 80, the GC jug. 
application 72 identifies the accoum to be credited (step generating a hyperlink which includes a URL portion 

^^V^ '^y^'^T f V^ '^T ,'^»aTZ «ntaining a claim code for redeeming the certmcate; 

identified from the information m the table 80. If the 30 . . ^ i- i . , • -t 

• • . u 1.' 1 ,v transmitting the hyperlink by electronic mail to a recipi- 

recipient has multiple accounts, the specific account is s> jf j r 

identified using information supplied by the recipient. As 

described above, this additional information may be using the claim code included m the hyperhnk, as passed 
obtained, for example, by asking the recipient to select a link ^ response to selection of the hyperlink, to credit a 

which corresponds to the account, or by prompting the 35 monetary amount of the certificate to an account of the 
recipient to type in an account password. Once the account recipient; and 

has been identified, the GC application 72 automatically applying a balance in the account to a subsequent pur- 
credits the recipient's account with the gift certificate chase made by the recipient. 

amount (step 114). As indicated above, the recipient may Th^ method as in claim 8, wherein crediting a monetary 

alternatively be prompted to confirm that his or her account 40 amount of the certificate to an accoimt of the recipient 
should be credited. comprises using the claim code to determine the monetary 

Once the recipient's account has been credited, the GC amount of the certificate, 
application 72 deletes the corresponding enU^ from the table The method as in claim 8, wherein crediting a mon- 

80 (step 116). The GC application 72 may also include a «tary amount of the certificate to an account of the recipient 

separate process that periodically deletes entries that have 45 comprises using the claim code to identify the recipient, 
expired. The GC application also sends a confirmatory Web H- The method as in claim 8, wherein crediting a mon- 
page (step. 118; see also FIG. 3) to the recipient's computer clary amount of the certificate to an account of the recipient 
54, comprises using the claim code to look up the monetary 

Although this invention has been described in terms of amount of the certificate and an identity of the recipient 

certain preferred embodiments, other embodiments that are 50 within a table. 

apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art are also within 12. The method as in claim 8, wherein the certificate is a 

the scope of this invention. Accordingly, the scope of the gift certificate purchased by a user other than the recipient. 

present invention is intended to be defined only by reference 1^- The method as in claim 8, wherein the claim code is 

to the appended claims. unique to the recipient. 

What is claimed is: 55 1^. The method as in claim 8, wherein the method 
1. A computer-implemented method for conveying and comprises crediting the monetary amount to the account of 

redeeming a monetary certificate, the method comprising: the recipient solely in response to selection of the hyperlink, 

prompting a user to specify at least a monetary amount of ^^1^' ^^^^Pj^^^^ "^^"i.^- , 

the certificate and a recipient of the certificate; ^he method as m claim 8, wherem crediting the 

„ . . r , 60 monetary amount of the certmcate to an account of the 

coUecting the monetary amount from the user; ^^jpj^^^ comprises prompting the recipient to select an 

generating a link which includes a URL portion contain- account to be credited, 
ing a claim code for redeeming the certificate; 

transmitting the link by electronic mail to the recipient; ♦ ♦ * * * 
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